Use of EEA stapler in reconstruction after gastric resection.
Herein is described our technique and experience with the EEA stapler in performing the Billroth I and II gastrectomies and Roux-en-Y reconstructive procedures. We did not perform a gastrotomy or an enterotomy to achieve the desired end to end or end to side anastomosis, thus avoiding another site to be closed later. In its single application, the EEA stapler gives a double layer of staggered staples, which results in a uniform and satisfactory healing. The removal of a ring of tissue with a central core, with examination for its completeness, assures a satisfactory anastomosis. The completed anastomosis can be examined under vision for any bleeding. As a final step, a TA 90 stapler is used at the desired line of transection of the stomach. This method of intestinal anastomosis shortens the operative time and creates a better anastomosis. We have performed these procedures upon 33 patients with good results.